
ummer holidays are all about getting your 
fill of wide, open spaces, big, blue skies 
and glamorous beach living. And no-
where in the world does that quite as well 

as the US of A. The weak pound may mean a shop-
ping spree doesn't offer the draw it once did, but a 
holiday across the pond still means you can look for-
ward to copious quantities of good food, a familiar 
culture, quality accommodation and great 
service (with a nothing-expected-in-return smile). For 
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American idols 
For hotels that effortlessly team laid-back with luxe, head Stateside 
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urban fun, an historic LA grande dame has recently been 
given a complete style overhaul, while in Miami, Soho 
House is putting on the glitz with a newly opened con-
temporary beach house. On the east coast,The Hamptons 
usually gets all the press, but we head south from New 
York to check out the only boutique hotel on the more 
approachable Jersey Shore. God bless America. 

BUNGALOW HOTEL 
Long Branch, New Jersey 
 
The Jersey Shore has long been popular with 
Manhattanites and 'Noo Joisey" locals, who 
flock to the diverse beach towns in search of 
rest 'n' rec. The Bungalow Hotel, in smart 
Long Branch, is the area's only true boutique 
hotel, offering an intimate, informal experi-
ence with interiors by Livingetc favourites 
Sixx Design (see April 2010). The sun-washed 
vacation vibe is expressed through extensive 
white surfaces relaxed with textured woods, 
and made modern with poppy contemporary 
art, surfboards and evocatively named suites. 
Chill at the local beach or head to Atlantic 
City to recreate your own 21st century Board-
walk Empire, Doubles from £173 
(bungalowhotel. net). 
 



Left Sun-bleached white 
is teamed with hits of 
colour and original art. 
BELOW AND BOTTOM 
All rooms are large, with 
kitchen facilities and 
comfy seating. 


